
 

 
  
 

Topic: Government censorship   
Debate: Should a country censor the internet and control what its citizens 
can see? 
 

Project outline 
Read the Magna Carta: My Digital Rights Project Guide for Teachers to find out more 
about how to use this document.  
 

Step 1: Setting the scene 
Begin by asking the group to watch the video clip. 
This film has been developed in partnership with WebWeWant.org.  
 
Most of us have full access to the internet in the UK. Parents and schools can filter 
some of the material that young people see, but in general, we can go online and surf 
freely. This is not the case world-wide.  
 

Step 2: The big debate 
Should a country censor the internet and control what its citizens can see? 
 

Step 3: Make it memorable  
This is the moment for you to make the process and outcome of your debate 
memorable. Here are some suggestions of activities to consolidate and extend the 
learning gained by the students during their debate: 

 Students write their own individual clause for a collaborative whole-class Magna 
Carta for the digital age. The clause should best reflect their argument, and can 
be an opportunity to practise skills in summarising and synthesising ideas. Have 
a look at the British Library’s own Magna Carta for the digital age to read the 
many different clauses submitted by young people around the world. 

 Create a campaign poster that reflects their arguments and opinions on digital 
rights. This can be done as individual or small group work.  

 Develop a school Magna Carta for teachers to sign. 

Theme: Access Online  

http://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/mcdr-a-guide-for-teachers
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/videos/access-government-censorship
http://webwewant.org/
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/vote-now


 

 Use the knowledge gained to campaign for change in school or in their 
community. Activities could include writing to a local MP, approaching the local 
media or producing an article for a school newspaper. 

 Use the insight and understanding gained to become involved in campaigns 
across the UK and internationally, with organisations such as Amnesty 
International. 

 

Useful Resources 

Films and articles 
Our website features a selection of resources which may help you and your students 
prepare for your debate. This includes: 

 A short film introducing the issues around access to the web 
 An article looking at the world of whistle-blowing and surveillance.  

 

Prompt questions 
You may want to help direct your students' research and argument development with 
the following questions: 

 Why do countries choose to limit internet access? 
 Can you find out what the inventor of the World Wide Web, Sir Tim Berners-

Lee, thinks about restriction of access? 

 Is it right that certain sites are blocked for copyright infringement or obscenity? 

 What do you think of this internet map which compares differing countries’ 
level of censorship? 
http://www.theguardian.com/technology/datablog/2012/apr/16/internet-
censorship-country-list 

 How do countries like China limit access? E.g. the Great Firewall known officially 
as the Golden Shield http://www.economist.com/blogs/economist-
explains/2013/04/economist-explains-how-china-censors-internet 

 Did you know that China regularly blocks sites such as Amnesty International? 
 

External links 

Below are some useful articles on the topic: 
 http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/may/13/counter-terrorism-bill-

extremism-disruption-orders-david-cameron 

 http://www.theguardian.com/technology/internet+world/censorship 

 https://www.opendemocracy.net/vicken-cheterian/charlie-hebdo-and-
blasphemy-of-censorship  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-20445632 

 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/media-censorship/ 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/videos/access
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/articles/the-impact-of-surveillance-on-the-individual
http://www.theguardian.com/technology/datablog/2012/apr/16/internet-censorship-country-list
http://www.theguardian.com/technology/datablog/2012/apr/16/internet-censorship-country-list
http://www.economist.com/blogs/economist-explains/2013/04/economist-explains-how-china-censors-internet
http://www.economist.com/blogs/economist-explains/2013/04/economist-explains-how-china-censors-internet
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/may/13/counter-terrorism-bill-extremism-disruption-orders-david-cameron
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/may/13/counter-terrorism-bill-extremism-disruption-orders-david-cameron
http://www.theguardian.com/technology/internet+world/censorship
https://www.opendemocracy.net/vicken-cheterian/charlie-hebdo-and-blasphemy-of-censorship
https://www.opendemocracy.net/vicken-cheterian/charlie-hebdo-and-blasphemy-of-censorship
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-20445632
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/media-censorship/


 

 http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/nov/18/china-blocks-hsbc-web-
crackdown-censorship  

 
The law 

 A number of laws restrict the use of the internet in the UK, including laws 
against possession of certain types of material, the English defamation law and 
the Copyright law of the United Kingdom. In addition, the Obscene Publications 
Act 1959 makes it illegal for websites that can be accessed from the UK without 
age restriction to contain certain types of adult content. 

 A new law forcing firms to handover details to police identifying who was using 
a computer or mobile phone at a given time was outlined in November 2014 by 
Home Secretary Theresa May: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-
30166477. It is continuing to be debated.  

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/nov/18/china-blocks-hsbc-web-crackdown-censorship
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/nov/18/china-blocks-hsbc-web-crackdown-censorship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_defamation_law
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_law_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obscene_Publications_Act_1959
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obscene_Publications_Act_1959
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-30166477
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-30166477
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/snoopers-charter-set-to-return-to-law-as-theresa-may-suggests-conservative-majority-could-lead-to-huge-increase-in-surveillance-powers-10235578.html

